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the public with what the public is supposed to want. As so
many of these films come from America, the opinion of an
American is specially to the point. "Other forms of dramatic
entertainment," writes an American professor, "are as nothing
compared with the movies, many of which do not rise higher
than the mental level of a ribbon clerk. The elements are fairly
constant; the speeding automobiles, the rushing train, the
glycerine tears that ooze from the great eyes of the heroine and
trickle down her fine-wrought face, the comic policeman, and
the slap-stick clown—a little silly, a little sentimental, a little
suggestive. But the men in the movie-house audiences, it used
to be said in the pre-arid days, are those who would otherwise
be spending their time and money in saloons. 'Better the
movie than the bar* was the cry. Personally, I doubt it much."1
From all one has heard of the American saloon in "pre-arid"
days one is disposed to regard this judgment as erring on the
sardonic and high-brow side. The popular enjoyment of some
of these productions represents partly the defective education
of the masses, and partly the evening reaction from a day's
work done under modern industrial conditions. There is no
reason why the cinema, without becoming too obviously and
crudely a diffuser of instruction, should not become a powerful
instrument of education, both juvenile and adult. That it is
often so is matter of common knowledge.
Broadcasting More recent in its origin than even the cinema
is the "wireless,"—sound and television—
modern marvels which are properly regarded as distinct addi-
tions to those broadly educational or cultural agencies which
exist apart from, and in addition to, school and colleges. As is
usual with a new movement, the most extravagant claims were
at first made for the educational value of broadcasting To this
point we shall recur in the chapter on " Teaching and Learning."
We here view broadcasting as an agency, existing side by side with
1 Dr. G. J. Laing, in Education and Life (ecL J. A. Dale).

